From: HJR153

Sent: Thursday, September 16, 2004 9:11 AM
To: HJR153
Subject: HJR153 - John H. Frye

Nane: John H Frye

Street: 3112 Ransey Drive

Cty, State, Zp: Chester, VA 23831

Phone Nunber: 804-768-0709

Enmai | : Onguard@art hli nk. net

Uility Type: al

Conpany Name: Dom ni on Power, Verizon, COMCAST

Conmments: | strongly reconmmend the utility lines be buried underground. Doing so should
consi derably reduce outages caused by bad weat her and woul d reduce hi gh costs of

mai nt ai ni ng the above ground lines. Such occasions are beconing routine, at great cost to
the utilities, therefore, the consuners. Al npbst every stormcom ng through the area, as
wel |l as every cold spell during winter results in damage to |ines and havoc for phone
networks. Recent newspaper articles cite repair loads at three tinmes the nornmal in
Virginia -- leading to overtine requirenents for utility workers and excess costs.

There are many benefits for burying the |ines underground: First, they will be out of the
way of ice storms, hurricanes, tornadoes, heavy rains and other severe weather. Secondly,
trimmng of trees nearby the lines will no Ionger be required. Thirdly, the cost of
procuring and installing poles fromwhich to hang the lines will be elimnated, and
fourthly, the sight of lines above ground considered ugly by visitors to Virginia will be
renmoved, a boon for the tourist trade.

No doubt the cost for burying the Iines will be considerable, but it's been done before
and is being done routinely in new housi ng devel opments in Virginia. Followng Wrld War
Il, Germany decided to bury all tel ephone and power lines. They surely have facts and
figures on the costs associated with such a project, as well as the type and costs of any
mai nt enance that mght be required on the buried lines. Getting in touch with the Gernan

government will provide answers and | essons | earned fromtheir efforts to bury the Iines.
In the 1990's when cable TV canme to Germany, they again nmade a decision to bury the |ines.
In fact, they decided to run underground lines to every residence in the country -- at

significant costs (nobst assunmed by the governnent, but anyone w shing to be hooked up to
cable TV faced a large, c. $600 connection fee). The result was a totally "w red"
country, neaning enmergency notices of all sort could be dispatched to every hone
i nstant eanously. This

approach, if adopted in Virginia, mght lead to financial support fromthe U S
CGovernment in the formof a grant. The first step should be |egislation requiring that
all new construction involving utility lines have them buried underground. Existing lines
shoul d be buried following a plan, coordinated with |ocal adm nistrators and when possible
with property owners. Check with Gernany to see howthey did it. The consuner wll be
the great benefactor in this project, for their electricity, their phone lines, and cable
TV will then be protected fromnatural disasters/accidents and will be continually
avai l able to them just when they are needed nost. The utilities should benefit from
reduced costs/efforts in maintenance and repair of their lines -- no nore extreme overtine
requi rements, no nmore calling in other crews fromafar to help out.
On the negative side, there nay be sone | andowners who ni ght object to having lines buried
on their property. Wile their objection should be heard, the overriding benefit to the
peopl e shoul d outwei gh nbst non-concurrences. The utility's maintenance crews mni ght
obj ect, since their workload will be going down -- no nore overtime, perhaps no nore job.
They' Il have to find another one and if that proves to be the case, they should receive
sone assistance in that matter.
This project has tremendous nerit and if inplemented, will bring confidence, security, and
appreciation fromthe residents of Virginia. You have the opportunity to truly make a
significant difference in the lives of Virginia's residents -- | urge you to adopt the
project and inplerment inmediately.
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John H. Frye
3112 RAnsey Drive
Chester, VA 23831
804- 768- 0709

PS - The lines in ny neighborhood (Villages of Longneadow) are already buri ed.



